
MonaroAcclimatisationSocietyInc
9ThompsonDrive

Tathra,NSW.2550
Sustainablefuturefishingfortroutandnativefish

APROPOSALTOIMPROVETHEEFFECTIVENESSOFTROUTSTOCKINGINNSW
LAKESTHATSUPPORTAREDFINAND/ORNATIVEFISHPOPULATION.

ThisproposalispreparedbytheMonaroAcclimatisationSocietyIncforpresentationat
theTroutAllocationCommitteemeetingof2015.Theproposalhighlightsaneedto
changethetroutstockingpolicyforlakesthathavearedfinpopulationand/oranative
fishpopulationwherethecurrenttroutstockingpracticehasprovedtobeineffective.

Theonsetofthemillennium droughtintheearly2000’ssawmanytroutfisheriesacross
NSW andVictoriasubjecttoverylowwaterlevelswhichseverelyhamperedandinsome
caseswipedouttheexistingtroutfisheriesinmanylakes.Whilethemillennium drought
hadasignificantimpactontroutfisheries,theexpansionofredfinintomanytrout
watershasalsohadadetrimentaleffectontroutpopulations.

Whenthemillennium droughtbroke,NSW andVictorianFisheriesmanagersembarked
ondifferentpathswhenitcametore-stockingtrout.Victoriaadoptedanenhanced
stockingstrategythatessentiallydoubledthepreviousstockingratesfortwoyears
whichprovidedaboosttodegradedtroutfisheries.Thevastmajorityofthestocking
usedyearlingrainbowand/orbrowntrout.NSW,ontheotherhand,continuedbusiness
asusualwithaverylimitedincreaseinstockingratesandstockingwasconductedwith
troutfryand/orfingerlings.

In2011wordstartedtofilteroutofVictoriathattroutfishinginstockedlakeswasvery
good.Inissue109ofFreshwaterFishingnotedanglerandwriterPhilipWeigallwrote
“ReturnoftheLakes”wherehestated“Once-in-a-lifetimerainsbackedbyaremarkable
stockingefforthavecreatedaconfusionofchoiceforcentralVictorianflyfishers”.
Morearticlessoonfollowedintheanglingpresshighlightingthephenomenalresurgence
ofVictoriantroutfisheries.Theanglingpresswasconsumedbyarticlesonawiderange
oflakessuchas,butnotlimitedtoNewlyn,Wendouree,Bolac,Rocklands,andToolondo.
Significantlynotonlyweretheselakesproducingoutstandingtrouttheywerealso
producingredfininsignificantquantities.

OverthesameperiodnotoneNSW troutwaterinasimilarsituationwasmentionedin
theanglingpressashavingmadeacome-backfrom thedrought.Insteadanglerswere
veryconcernedaboutthedown-turninfishingatLakeEucumbene,theestablishmentof
redfinandthedisappearanceoftroutinOberonDam andthelossoftroutandthe
inabilityofPejarDam toreturnasatroutvenue,tonamejustafewconcerns.

Thesignificantdifferencebetweenthetwostatesseemstorevolvearoundthesizeof
fishstockedinwaterwaysthatcontainredfinandnativespecies.Asmentionedearlier
Victoriaalmostexclusivelystockswithyearlingtrout,describedastroutinthe40to100
gram range.NSW stockswitheitherfryorfingerling,describedastroutlessthan20
grams.

TheNSW practiceofstockingsmallertroutinlakesalsooccupiedbynativefishseems,
insomecasestoproducethesameresultsasstockinginredfininfectedlakes.Pejar
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Dam inNSW hasbeenstockedwithbassandfingerlingtroutsincethebreakingofthe
drought.Thefirsttwoyearssawgoodgrowthratesfortrout,butsincethenthetrout
fishinghasfailedtoreachsignificantlevelsdespite5,000brownand10,000rainbow
troutfingerlingsstockedannuallyintoPejarsincetheendofthedrought.
InVictoria,lakesBullenMerriandPurrumbetehavebeensuccessfullystockedwithbass
andyearlingtrout.Eachspeciesseemstohavethrivedintheselakes.RecentlyVictoria
hasstartedstockingyearlingatlanticsalmoninthesedamsandtheyalsoaredoingvery
well.

AsimilarsituationseemstobeoccurringinWelbyDams.TheBerrimaDistrict
AcclimatisationSocietycommissionedasurvey“FishPopulationAssessmentforWelby
I,WelbyIIandBerrimaReservoirs”(StocksJ.R.,RodgersM.P.andWalshC.T.Batemans
BayFisheriesCentre,POBox17,BatemansBayNSW 2536).Thissurveynotedthat
therewerenoredfinfoundintheWelbydams,butbassandtrouthavebeenstocked.
ThestockingfiguresforthedamsarelistedbelowatTable1anddespiteveryhigh
numbersoftroutbeingstockedalongwithbassnotroutweredetectedinthesurvey.
Anecdotallyitmaybearguedthatthebass,beingmoreefficientpredators,arehavingan
impactonthesmalltroutstocked.Thenumberandspeciesoffishlocatedarelistedat
Table2

Table1-Numberoffishstocked2001to2013

Table2-NumberandspeciesforWelbyDams

Welby1 Welby2
Bass 12 12
Goldfish 23 27
EasternGambusia 34 6
Yabby 5
Total 74 45

WhileVictoriahasestablishedanimpressivelistoftroutwaterssincethedrought,NSW
hasnotrecoveredasingletroutfishery.ThelistofNSW stockedtroutwatersthatare
notproducinganyworthwhiletroutfishingisdepressing.Allofthesewatershavebeen
stockedwithsignificantnumbersoftroutoverthelast10years,buteachhasfailedto
producefishingconsistentwiththestockingnumbers.Table3outlinesthosewaters
knowntoMAS,butitisprobablynotthedefinitivelist.

ItistheMASviewthatthecurrentapproachofstockingonlyfryorfingerlingscanno
longerbesustainedinourlakesthathaveredfinpresent.Whilethebass/trout
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interactionislessclearthereisenoughanecdotalevidencetosuggestthatthereisa
negativeeffectontroutbybass.ToamelioratethissituationtheMASisproposingthat
NSW Fisheriesmodifiesitstroutraisingandstockingregimetoseeifabetteroutcome
canbeachieved.
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Table3–RainbowtroutfingerlingsandfrystockedinsomeNSW Waterwaysthathave
redfinorbasspresentandarenolongerconsideredgoodtroutfisheries.

BasedintheVictorianexperienceitwillbeworthwhiletoadoptatroutstockingpolicy
reflectiveoftheVictorianapproach.Stockinglargertroutwillallowthefishtocompete
betteragainstredfinandtoholdtheirownwithnativefish.TheMASisoftheopinion
thatthisiseasilyachievable,butsomeadjustmenttohowthehatcheriesoperatemaybe
required.Numberswillalsoneedtobesettled.TheMASisoftheopinionthatstocking
rateswithlargerfishcanbesignificantlylessthanthecurrentfingerling/frynumbers,
butthisisessentiallyanumbershiftinggameitdoesnotrequiretheproductionofany
additionalfish.

TheMASrecommendsthat:

1.Asub-committeeoftheTroutAllocationCommitteemakesanofficialvisitto
Victoria’sSnobsCreekHatcherytoundertakeaninvestigationoftheirtrout
raisingregime.

2.Asub-committeeoftheTroutAllocationCommitteeconsultswithVictoria
Fisheriesontheirstockingpolicytoestablishdensitystockingratesoflargerfish
forvarioussizedimpoundments.

3.NSW Fisheriestrialsthestockingofyearlingtroutintoselectedwaterways.

4.Redfininfesteddamsshouldbeafocusofthetrialsbutatleastonebass
stockeddam shouldbeincluded.

5.NSW Fisheriesinconjunctionwithanglergroupsmonitorsthesestockingsto
establishthevalidityoftheapproach.

6.IfthetrialprovessuccessfulNSW Fisheriesadoptsthemethodologyofstocking
largertroutintoallmixedfisherydams.

Lastly,forallourvolunteersandFisheriesstaffitisdisappointingandsadtoseesmall
troutreleasedintowaterwaysinwhichtheycannotsurviveandthrive.Withoutmoving
toalargersizedfishitwillbedifficulttocontinuetroutstockinginmanyofthese
waterwaysasitwillnotonlybeseenasinefficientandwasteful,butalsounethical.
Troutanglerswillrespondfavourablytothisinitiativewhichisdirectedatimprovingthe
fishery.TheMAShasalwaysviewedstockingasapathwaytocreatingfisheriesnotjust
anexerciseindumpingfishandweviewthisasourbestchancetoimprovetrout
fisheriesforanglers.

SteveSamuels
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