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¶ Lyallôs Aventures 
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After a huge struggle by three of our members trying to keep this pretty Bondi brown from busting off in the 
reeds, Nathan landed the first fish in the 120 Minute Challenge. 
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Presidents Report 
 
Dear Members,  

This edition takes us into spring, a lovely change from our generally cold and unfortunately gener-

ally dry winter.   

Our August outing took us on our annual pilgrimage to Bondi Forest.  This trip never fails to disap-

point and the fish decided to play game too.  Whilst down there the infamous CAA 120 minute 

challenge was run and won, and the action was contested down into the final minutes.  The fly 

materials were challenging yet everyone put everything to good use.   

I don't wish to give away too much, so continue reading this superbly edited and new-look edition 

of Burley Lines. 

Just a reminder we want every member at fly casting to help out and show everyone what a fan-

tastic bunch of anglers       

we are! 

Catch you there 

- JQ  

Editors 
Notes 
 

I canôt help it, but with 

my currently being laid 

up recovering from my 

busted Achillesô Tendon, seeing photos from Lyall and others getting into fish makes me just 

a trifle jealous.   

Steve Samuels rubbed more salt in the wound when he and I were discussing the Oberon 

trout stocking experiment.   

ñTrust the fishing is going well up northò said I, ñYep very good up here.  For a taste this     

mulloway went 900 on flyò went the response.   

- Bill 

900 Mulloway on the fly. One for the bucket list.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates 

3 September 

Fly Casting Day 1 

 

10 September 

Fly Casting Day 2 

13 September 

Monthly Meeting 

 

17 September 

Fly Casting Day 3 

 

27 September 

Fly Tying 

All smiles from our recent Bondi Forest outing. Trip report on the following pages.  

Coming Events 
 

Next Club Meeting: 
Wednesday 13

th
 September 

Usual time/place, 7:30PM at Raiders Weston Club.  Advice 
on speaker will be provided later. 
 

Next Events: 
Sunday 3

rd
, 10

th
 and 17

th
 September  

Fly CastingðOur annual fly casting lessons including the final 
Sunday on stocked waters.  Flyers and more information on 
our news blog.  
 
 
Wednesday 27

th
 September 

Fly Tying Workshop ï usual time/place, 7:30PM at Raiders 
Weston Club.  Details will be announced closer to the time.  
 

We are always on the lookout for members who are willing to 
volunteer their time to lead fly tying, if youôre interested, 
please let the committee know.  

http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/free-to-public-fly-casting-lessons-3-10-17-sep/
http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/free-to-public-fly-casting-lessons-3-10-17-sep/


Trip ReportðBondi Forest and 120 Min Challenge. 
Provided by Jason Q 

Those people that attended this outing or an outing in the past to Bondi Forest will agree this is the 

favourite trip on the CAA calendar! Iôm sorry to other trip leaders, and I donôt deter you from attend-

ing other outings but it is true.  Bondi Forest is bloody fantastic.  This year we were down on a few 

of the regulars but still represented by 11 keen members.  Technically 10 but this trip sold him on 

being a part of the team and has now become a CAA member.  Welcome BJ! 

Friday saw the majority drive down and challenge themselves driving through the thin blanket of 

snow at Nimmitabel and Bombala.  The snow flurried on and off for the rest of the night, but never 

enough to settle firm at Bondi.  The fireplace was working well with warmth and much less smoke 

than weôve experienced in the past. 

Saturday was overcast and very windy, but 

the fish played twice and won.  New mem-

ber BJ hooked up and saw his tippet bro-

ken when the fish disappeared into the 

reeds and refused to come out.  Bill had a 

similar experience fighting a good looking 

rainbow but after struggling to get it free 

from the reeds a quick flick of the head 

saw it break off.  The reeds in the dam 

have really grown since our last visit so 

this made casting and potential fights with 

trout very challenging.  

Brian the Bondi Lodge owner popped down and mentioned a nearby farm dam similar in size to 

Bondi Forest and authority from the land owner Keith to head across and fish it.  Stefan, BJ, Claude 

and Shaun headed for this new water and found success.  Shaun managed 3 rainbows on a crafty 

woolly bugger fishing the edge of a drop-off.  He tells me the secret ingredient will cost you a cap-

puccino with one.  Brian mentioned that if weôd landed a fish to sacrifice it for Keith.  That Shaun did 

and Keith was ecstatic to receive Saturday nightôs dinner with little effort. 

Saturday night Stefan provided us with a Fondue like no other.  We experienced traditional customs 

including amazingly flavoured cheeses, pear schnapps and Lindt chocolate.  We even experienced 

kisses from fellow members!  A custom when someoneôs bread falls off their fondue fork into the 

melted cheese, you kiss the closest person.  Letôs say some were luckier than othersé The drink-

ing, fish chat, fly tying and laughter continued well into the night.  

Bill with a well deserved Bondi brown.  



Sunday started off early with BJ and Bill heading down to break the ice off the surface.  Even the 

fish were trying to warm up in the sun with a very nice rainbow seen feeding in the shallows as they 

approached was quickly spooked.  The two intrepids pressed on and Bill was rewarded with a mod-

est brown ï thank goodness BJ was there to land it.  

 

After breakfast BJ and Stefan heading off for 

a mountain bike ride around the nearby for-

estry tracks.  The rest of us then kicked off the 

120minute Fly Challenge.  The intent is to cre-

ate 5 flies on the 5 hooks and materials pro-

vided and catch fish with the creations all in 

120 minutes.  This yearôs materials bag was 

very sparse with any one material, but there 

were a lot of options.  The flies coming off the 

vice really concerned me, we werenôt going to 

have enough prizes!  (Though the term óviceô 

has to be stretched as Bill was emulating 

Evanôs performance last year and used his 

haemostats!)  The quality was sensational and almost worthy of a $4.50/ fly price tag and stocking 

on the shelf at any great tackle store.  

Shaun was first out of the lodge and onto 

the water making sure he had lots of fishing 

opportunity, closely followed by Nathan.  

Shaun opted for a floating line whilst Na-

than an intermediate ï Nathan decided to 

swim all three of his creations as a team 

(fortune favours the brave).   

Soon after were Bill and Evan, and then 

Claude, Angie and Michael and John were 

onto the water.  The fish were a little more 

active today with various fish óporpoisingô 

throughout the dam.  80 minutes in Nathan 

hooked up however he was in a very tough position to land the fish.  The reeds where he was situ-

ated were very heavy with little room either side to direct the erratic fight.  Nathan led the fish 

through the gap before the fish had one last burst into the reeds.  His top fly caught on a reed.  It 

was panic stations until Shaun, who was wearing shorts, volunteered to go into the icy water with 

the net.  Shaun ventured in however the fish was still at least a metre and a bit away.   

The 120 minute challenge well underway.  

Billôs smile says it all! 



Trip Reportðcontinued. 
 
The water depth most will know drops off very quickly and the bottom is very slippery with clay.  I 

managed to step into the water with the water almost lapping over my Sorell boots, with my right 

arm held out as far as I could whilst holding onto Shaunôs pinkie so he could lunge forward without 

going in.  Shaun netted the fish as the fly 

gave way from the reeds. 

Minutes ticked by and I was quietly walking 

past the fishers chatting their final minutes 

tactics.  Shaun noticed a rise as did Bill.  

The fish rose 2 more times in different are-

as and appeared to be mooching along a 

beat.  Bill casually cast out his grizzly mara-

bou monstrosity named the Old English 

Sheep Dog (so furry you canôt see the eye) 

and let it sink.  Strip strip, strip, stripéON!!  

Bill was on.  He was situated in a similar 

position to Nathan with reeds closely laid 

and a very narrow path for the fish to swim through without getting hooked up.  

 The fish didnôt initially put up much of a fight so we hadnôt seen it, but then it came to the surface 

and rolled, it was a monster!  Bill moved the rod left and right to counter the fishôs movements, the 

fish tired and came through the gap in the reeds 

without further drama where I was able to net him. 

Billôs smile said it all, we were calling measure-

ments and making sure Billôs repairing Achilles was 

not compromised from all the excitement of the fish 

heôd just landed.  Bill pulled out the official CAA cal-

ibrated tape measure from his vest and placed it 

along the brown.  58cm he called.. 22 incher, what 

a fish!  We took some snaps of Bill and I soon 

swum the fish before it quickly tore off into the 

darkness.  

I called time 6 minutes later, and we returned to the 

lodge all smiles and cheers where I awarded the winner and contestants their prizes. 

 

NathanðôThe Bondi Buggerô. 

BillðôThe Old English Sheepdogô. 



Thanks Jason Q for a 

great write up.   

 

If you have a trip re-

port youôd like to 

share, please send it 

to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your New Committee 
 

The AGM appointed a new committee for 2017/19.  

 

Congratulations to the new committee/council members and 

many thanks to those standing down. 

The following were elected: 

President Jason Q 

Vice President Nathan 

Secretary Lyall 

Assistant Secretary John R 

Treasurer Angie 

Public Officer Jason M 

Council Member (Raffles) Greg S 

Council Member (Speakers) Greg W 

Council Member (CFA) Stefan 

Council Member (ótroubleshooterô) Claude 

Council Member (ótroubleshooterô) Matt 

Auditor Bill 

Trip Reportðcontinued. 
 
I am working on a 120min challenge trophy where Bill will sit 

proudly as 2017 CAA 120min Fly Challenge Champion. 

Thank you to those that ventured down and participated in the 

120 minute fly challenge.  Thank you to Evan for donating first 

prize.  

 

I am sure next year will be hotly contested and weôll be having 

to hire out another building at Bondi to fit in everyone. 



The 2017 AGM was 

well attended and a 

lot of work was com-

pleted.   

Members can obtain 

a copy of the formal 

minutes from the 

Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anglers Art Trophy 

Best Trout caught 

on an outing.  

Nathan 71cm brown. 

A great turnout for our Annual General Meeting.  

AGMðTrophies & Awards 

As part of the AGM, the annual trophy presentations were un-
dertaken.   

Congratulations to allð 



 

 

Mick Cornick 

Best trout caught 

on a fly in streams.  

Joint award -Claude 

(43cm rainbow) and 

Jaime (43cm brown). 

 

 

 

Mick OôBrien  

Best trout caught ï 

any method.  

Nathan 71cm brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Shields 

Best Native Fish. 

Luke C 56 cm golden 

perch.   

Scored 72% on the 

CAA Official native 

fish calculator. 



Carp Challenge 

Best carp caught in 

local waters.  

Nathan 69cm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT Anglers 

Trophy for best 

saltwater fish 

caught on the 

coastal/estuary 

CAA outing.  

Luke M 24cm bream.  

 

 

 

 

Hardy Rod 

President's Award 

for Year Long Con-

tribution  

Jaime. 

 

 

 

 

 



CAA Life Member 

Peter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trophy & Award Selection 

Some interest was evinced about how the winners were se-

lected.  All is revealed in our trophy web page including a 

worked example of the process, but the underlying principles 

are: 

- To minimise the potential for an excessive number of trout 

trophies being awarded for a single fish. 

- Fish are only considered if formally recorded in the official 

ógreen bookô brought to the meetings (not through emails to 

Burley Line, though these are always appreciated, especially 

with photos!) 

- The Keith Shields native award is not simply on length due 

to the different characteristics of the various species.  They 

are scored using the CAA official native fish calculator The 

calculator has been through its annual review (to see if length 

records have changed) and now includes a calculator for sil-

ver perch. 

 

As a consequence of discussion at the AGM, the committee 

are considering a slight change to the rules to recognise that 

the current rules debar a contender if a club event is held out-

side the local region.  Any changes will be explained at the 

September meeting. 

http://www.canberra-anglers.asn.au/club_process/caatrophyrules.htm
http://www.canberra-anglers.asn.au/club_process/prohttp:/www.canberra-anglers.asn.au/club_process/process_example.pdfcess_example.pdf
http://www.canberra-anglers.asn.au/club_process/rate_my_catch.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Lyall 
 

Just to rub in the fact that he was óliving the dreamô while I was wearing my 

orthopaedic boot, Lyall sent me some photos from DePuy Spring Creek. 

 

Unfortunately there was insufficient time during the AGM to extract all about 

the technical aspects of this spring creek angling paradise but thereôll be fu-

ture opportunities. 

The only saving grace is that while the fish is very pretty, Peter and I expect to 

catch bigger ones in NZ during our trout bumming in Nov! 

Lyall also picked up a piece of doggerel that rings quite true.  Iôd probably ex-

change ósingle maltô for óbourbonô (and Stefan might think gluhwein) but the 

rest is spot-on: 

THE TESTAMENT OF A FISHERMAN 

ROBERT TRAVER 1964, (JUDGE JOHN VOELKER 1903-93) 

I fish because I love to; 

 

Because I love the environs where trout are found, which are invariably beau-

tiful, and hate the environs where crowds of people are found, which are  

Invariably ugly; 

 

Because of all the television commercials, cocktail parties, and assorted social 

posturing I thus escape; 

 

Because, in a world where most men seem to spend their lives doing things 

they hate, my fishing is at once an endless source of delight and an act of 

small rebellion; 

 

Because trout do not lie or cheat and cannot be bought or bribed or impressed 

by power, but respond only to quietude and humility and endless patience; 

Because I suspect that men are going along this way for the last time, and I 

for one donôt want to waste the trip; because mercifully there are no  

telephones on trout waters; 

 

Because only in the woods can I find solitude without loneliness; 

Because bourbon out of an old tin cup always tastes better out there; 

 

Because maybe one day I will catch a mermaid; 

 

And, finally, not because I regard fishing as being so terribly important but  

because I suspect that so many of the other concerns of men are equally  

unimportant ï and not nearly so much fun. 

http://www.depuyspringcreek.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, thanks for 

sharing Lyall.  


