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Leonôs 73cm carp on his new trout spey rod ï more about this inside this issue  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Report 
CAA PresidentðJason Q  
 

Dear Members,  
 

Welcome to 2018 and welcome to finally what some might say is a 
ógrasshopperô summer! 

Wow what a break. I trust you all have rested well or made up for 
lost fishing time. 2018 is off to a flying start with a number of key 
activities in the pipeline. 
 

¶ ACT Fisheries Act is currently working through public consulta-
tion and seeking input from us all. Check out the links further 
down in the newsletter. 

¶ Bill, Peter, JasonM and I recently l attended the CRFA well 
overdue AGM. A decision has been made to disband the CRFA 
Inc. There are a number of key things that need to be achieved 
in order to officially close the Inc. CAA members will have a say 
in where some of the current monies will end up, be it restock-
ing, artificial structures even donation to MAS or Carp Virus etc. 
further detail to follow. On behalf of CAA members and friends I 
wish to thank the Committee of CRFA, in particular Shane 
Jazzposa and Anthony Heiser for their efforts acting in key Ex-
ecutive positions for a number of years and achieving a number 
key things the Canberra region waterways and fish needed. Ja-
son M was elected President of the ókamikazeô committee and I 
congratulate Jason on accepting such role in this circumstance. 

¶ ACT government is catching up with a number of key people 
across the region to further detail and educate us in the Herpes 
Carp Virus. More to come. 
 

Youôre all aware the club boat has sold, however you may not know 
it was sold to a Queanbeyan individual, so you may still see it 
around! We hope the new owner pops their head in and becomes a 
member! The club boat, trailer and equipment was sold for 
$1,100.00 where essentially we recouped the cost of the motor. For 
many the boat was a great memory creator and we are sad to see it 
go, however in todayôs era, as previously conversed, posed a num-
ber of risks which the committee no longer wished to maintain.  
 

Rumour has it thereôs been some great captures and Iôm looking 
forward to seeing you next meeting to hear all about them!  

 

Tight Lines! 

Jason Q 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill from the recent 

Jindabyne outingð

the full report further 

in this issue.  

 

From the Editors Desk 
Burley Line EditorðBill  
 
Hope everyone had an excellent and safe festive season ï 
seems not everyone did é I received a disturbing email from the 
Pres on Christmas Day with a photo too graphic for a family jour-
nal such as ours.  Jason suffered an accident requiring multiple 
stitches with him almost emulating my toe amputations ï ouch!!  
Iôm sure everyone will be relieved to know that all is now well 
(albeit heôs lost all feeling in those toes). 

You may have noted that the Secretary (on behalf of the Presi-
dent) sent out a call asking if someone might replace me as CAA 
Auditor ï this is not a huge task (only a handful of hours at the 
end of our financial year, and nothing in the meantime ï I can tu-
tor the volunteer if needed).  If someone can stand up to do this, 
then I would be able to take on a new role of Membership Officer 
and so take some workload off the hardworking Lyall ï our Con-
stitution debars me from doing both Auditor and an executive po-
sition. Come on folks, engaging in these roles is not onerous and 
gives you closer understanding and influence on the running of 
your club. 

Those of you who, by chance, follow the Facebook page of Barry 
Perkins of Fly Fish Mataura might have spotted this post with a 
familiar face.  Barry is the guide based in Gore who often takes 
out those fellows who regularly go to Gore ï I can highly recom-
mend his services.  You shouldnôt need Facebook to view the 
page (just ignore the invitation to sign in or sign up).  For those 
who have an antipathy against Facebook, a short note and two 
photos from Lyall appear later in this Burley Line issue. 

Meanwhile, Feb 2018 is again a bumper issue.  I had thought the 
quiet period over Christmas/New Year might lead to a lack of ma-
terial, but reports on club activities late in the year, interesting 
news from MAS and other angling bodies plus much-appreciated 
contributions from CAA members means that thereôs a lot of good 
reading here. 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1610230265729839&id=182400805179466


Coming Events 
 
Monthly Meeting 
14th FebruaryðRaiders Club Weston. 7:30pm. 
Our first CAA Club meeting for the year. Lyall will be guest 
speaking.  

Club Trip 
18th FebruaryðLake Burley Griffin & BBQ.  
Hosted by Charlie, details will be provided closer to date.  

Fly Tying 

28th FebruaryðRaiders Club Weston. 7:30pm. 
Claude will be leading with his take on the Royal Humpy (more 
information here).  

 

The Burley Line and Member 
Contributions 
 

Contributions are always encouraged to The Burley Line as well 
as words for posting on our blog especially for the Cooking Page, 
Gear Review and Places to Visit.  

Comments on individual blog posts are also encouraged and can 
be made directly on the blog site.  Recall that if you have any 
fishing related items that you would like to advertise here for 
sale, please email 

 

Modern Nymphing (European 

Style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall that at one of our meetings last year Jaime showed a vid-
eo on this very effective technique.  It would appear a second 
video is in the works, and until it is released the original video is 
available at a 20% discounted rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/fly-tying-28-feb-2018-royal-humpy/
http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/fly-tying-28-feb-2018-royal-humpy/
http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/category/cooking/
http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/category/gear_review/
http://canberra-anglers.asn.au/blog/category/places/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All signs lead to 

Brogo! 

Brogo Dam Outing 
Report from Stefan 

Brogo Dam is rightly touted by many as the jewel of the NSW 
south coastôs Australian bass fishing destinations. Being situated 
largely within heavily wooded valleys up against the Wadbilliga 
National Park, the water is pristine and relatively safe to all boat-
ing. This destination has been a regular feature of CAA outings 
over many years and this past November 2017 made a welcome 
return after a short hiatus. 
 

NSW Water proclaims the dam as:- 

¶ What Brogo Dam lacks in size it more than makes up for with 

stunning mountain scenery. Situated in the foothills of the 

Great Dividing Range above Bega on the South Coast, the 

dam supplies water to irrigate pastures for the Bega Valleyôs 

dairy industry and supplies towns and farmers along the Brogo 

and Bega rivers. The dam is also a popular fishing and water 

sport destination.ò 

And also:- 

¶ The dam is stocked with trout and bass. Fishing is best done 

on the water by canoe or boat, as the rugged foreshores are 

generally inaccessible. Access is via a boat ramp just south of 

the dam wall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dam level was showing as only three quarters full some two 

weeks before the proposed trip, no doubt due to the spring dry 

that had been experienced in that part of our country.  



Water would have been made available to the lower lying farmers 

to get their pastures in for summer. This, from all accounts, then 

gave a rare opportunity of some good shore based fishing, as ex-

perience on a previous occasion had shown good results when 

fishing with fly off the thus exposed bank which runs steeply 

down into the water. Bass have a tendency to predate on critters 

that fall into the waterôs edge during change of light conditions.  

Ultimately, the water level dropped to the point where the dam 

was fully dry during the drought, and only the original water-

course remained.  Fishing then became unviable. 

With the ending of the drought early this decade the water has 

lapped the high water level during all subsequent visits, leaving 

precious little opportunity for casting from the bank because of 

the abundant reed growth and inaccessibility of the bank where it 

is steep. The only way to get out among the action then is by 

boat, easily launched from the campsite location. I was not plan-

ning to have a boat! 

When I arrived in early evening, under the fading light I very 

quickly realised that things were not as they should have been. 

The dam was chock-a-block full and there was not going to be 

any easy access around the waterline. I very quickly found out 

that in recent days some massive downpours had quickly filled 

the lake and covered the previously exposed banks. One could 

see a fine carpet of grassy plants disappearing into the depths 

and reed beds were not yet established. Fish were seen active in 

this zone. It seems a late afternoon shower had brought the fish 

to the surface. Good for those in boats! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake fullðlooking at 

the campsite (right) 

from the water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bass taken off the 

surface.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rodôs first bass! 

 

 

Roger B. had taken an early mark and was already on the water. 

His report concluded as follows; 

From memory I caught 3 or 4 fish on Friday evening and around 6 

on Saturday morning. The biggest was around 30 cm. The fish 

were mainly caught on surface lures around the edges but the 

biggest fish was caught trolling. 

The surface bite was pretty good but unfortunately the fish were 

small. 

Later that evening Rod K joined us and plans were hatched for 

fishing the following morning. Rod was keen to land his first Aus-

tralian bass, from a sea kayak no less!  

The next day saw an absolutely brilliant sunrise, a fantastic fan-

fare of birdsong and, thankfully, quiet from a group of partying 

hairy legged youths who had managed to spoil the night till very 

late with their din. A local later recounted of similar occasions 

when ñFacebook partiesò had attracted scores of nuisance mak-

ers. Sad to see this happening to such a sweet spot and will may-

be bode badly for the future of access. I have seen rubbish and 

despoliation steadily increase over the years. It seems the local 

people do their best to maintain what is by rights a ñday use areaò. 

Hope we donôt see locked gates and other restrictions implement-

ed. It would be a shame. Donôt know the answer when lack of re-

sponsibility is the cause. 

 Both Roger and Rod, and later Ray C (who joined us later in the 

day with his most recent acquisition ï a Hobie pedal-action ca-

noe) had good luck using a number of different methods.  



Rod did recount the following: 

My memorable moment on the Sunday was catching a bass that 

was only marginally larger than the surface popper. It was so 

small that I felt I could release it by grabbing the lure and unhook-

ing it. Its first shake buried a hook barb deep into my index finger. 

In wrenching this hook out I buried the two opposing hooks into 

the other side of the same finger. A salutary lesson. 

The most unusual landing was actually also by Rod, holding my 

rig while I was explaining the setup on my Tenkara system. A 

small bass misjudged the fly and impaled itself on the hook virtu-

ally at our feet.  A fish is a fish I sôpose, especially as I had spent 

some time misjudging and missing the strikes from other fish in 

about two meters of water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two lads from Wagga Wagga regaled us on their first time ex-

ploits on this water. Between them they landed something like 

100 fish. Their skill was evidenced by a master class one of them 

gave me on Sunday morning, pulling five fish in quick succession 

from areas I saw as unachievable. I of little faith. The sheer skill 

in accurately casting to a target area, waiting the correct time to 

allow the lure to settle to the correct depth and the to have the 

confidence that a fish was there showed that these blokes were 

in a league of their own. Apparently they work at Tackleworld, 

that figures! Tis fellow managed to garner a nice bass at about 

45cm from the inlet just by the campsite. Who would have 

thought!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for a great 

trip report. It sounded 

like a very successful 

outing.   

 

 

The Saturday evening was spent under a perfect sky nattering 

about what could have been, should have been or may yet be. I 

had some fun in breaking in my new outdoor cooker by Ozpig, a 

most convenient appliance I have 

decided. All this activity was most 

ably complemented by drinks from 

Rayôs cellar {Thanks!}.  

Sunday saw some fishing early on, then pack up and head over 

the range via Brown Mountain. An obligatory flick of the fly at 

Lake Williams in Nimmitabel concluded the weekend fun. With the 

fast approach of a band of rain from the west and fish having 

eluded us, Ray and I headed Cooma way. 

Hopefully Brogo will stay on the program for years to come and it 

would be nice to see it grow in popularity. 

Christmas BBQ  

The BBQ went well with some old members coming out of the 

woodwork (life member Stuart was up from the coast for the even-

ing and, typical, he won a major prize in the raffle!)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Rod with another of 

the major prizes (the 

tackle bag was full to 

the brim of good stuff 

too!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan demonstrat-

ing the need to be 

calm as part of the 

first aid protocol.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a visiting talk from Wayne on snakes in particular snake 

incident prevention and the latest on first aid ï very informative 

and clearly he had an impact judging by the number of compres-

sion bandages he sold after the talk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan later showing 

some long distance 

casting.  

 

 

 

 

Jason M brought his 

parents, here joined 

by Ray C and Angie.  

The shady trees, ex-

tensive picnic spot 

and bbq facilities at 

this part of the lake 

shore are excellent. 

Meanwhile the move back to Lotus Bay proved productive for 

many ï Peter caught a whole bunch of smallish redfin on fly, 

whereas Bill had his dual soft plastic rig (another Peter invention) 

monstered by a school of a dozen or so bigger fish and a double 

hookup landed. Perhaps his biggest reddies to date though some 

smaller ones later stealing the entire plastic off one hook led to an 

early retirement. 

 


