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MEETING RecreationalFishingNSW AdvisoryCouncil

MEETINGNO. Meeting7

DATE 11December2017

LOCATION PortsideConferenceCentre,207KentStreet,SydneyNSW 2000

ATTENDEES

JohannBell(Chair),MaxCastle,VicLevett,ChrisCleaver,DavidRae,Jo
Starling,MattHansen,MatthewPoulton,PaulLennon,RayTang,Steve
Samuels,VickiLear,StanKonstantaras,KarlMathers,PeterTurnell

APOLOGIES GregReid

1. Chair’sintroduction

TheChairwelcomedmemberstotheseventhmeetingatthePortsideConferenceCentre.
Themeetingcommencedat8:30am andanagendaitem wasaddedtoaccommodatean
updatefrom DrGeoffAllan,DeputyDirectorGeneral,DPIFisheries.

2. Registerofinterests

TheChairrequestedthatmembersdeclareanyadditionstotheRegistersincethelast
meeting.KarlMathersdeclaredhisinterestwiththeAustralianResearchCouncilIndustrial
TransformationResearchHubProject.StanKonstantarasdeclaredhisinterest,onbehalfof
theRFAofNSW,inthetendertitled‘Deliveryofsectorrepresentation,consultationand
communicationservicesfortherecreationalfishingsector’.MattHansenadvisedheisnow
aDirectorofOzFishUnlimited.

Actionitem:Councilrequestedashortpresentationrelatingtodepartmentalprocurement
policiesandoperationalrequirementsatthenextmeeting.

3. Agreementontheagenda

RFNSW membersagreedontheagendaforthemeeting.

4. Adoptionoftherecordofthepreviousmeeting

ThedraftoutcomesofMeeting6wereacceptedwithoutchangeasatrueandaccurate
recordofthatmeeting.

5. Futuremeetingschedule

Meeting8:March–twodaymeetingscheduledfor28-29March2018atLakeBurrendong.
Meeting9:June–tentativedate7or8/6/18.MFACmeetingisscheduledfor14-15/6/18–
itwassuggestedMFACandRFNSW holdajointsessioninJuneorSeptember(dateTBC).
Meeting10:September(dateTBC)
Meeting11:December(dateTBC)



6. Reviewofachievementsandactionitemsfrom previousminutes

TheCouncilnotedtheprogressonactionitemsfrom thepreviousmeeting.

Recommendation:RFNSW recommendedfundingfrom theRecreationalFishingTrustfor
theSouthWestAnglersfundingapplicationrelatingtotheTalmalmopaperroadsurvey,to
ensurethecommencementofthesurvey.Further,theCouncilsupportsongoingdialogue
withCrownLandsregardingthisissue,andsecuringadditionalfundingfrom theMinistryof
LandsandForestryforastatewidestrategytocompletefurthersurveysandupgrading
accesstoimportantinlandrecreationalfishingareas.

DDGDPIFisheries’attendance

DrGeoffAllan,DeputyDirectorGeneral,DPIFisheries,thankedmembersonbehalfofthe
MinisterfortheongoingeffortsoftheCouncil,aswellasitssignificantachievementsto
date.

WithregardtotheMullowayRecoveryProgram,theCouncilcontinuestohavemajor
concernswiththebycatchprovisionforcommercialEstuaryGeneralhaulingactivities,
where10fishbetween45and70cm mayberetained.Councilnotedthatsincethe
commencementoftheRecoveryProgram,theEstuaryGeneralcatchofMullowayhadnot
decreasedandhadactuallyincreasedinsomeestuariesduetothebycatchallowance.
RFNSW reiteratedthatthecommercialbycatchprovisionshouldberemovedimmediately
(i.e.,allfishunder70cm shouldbereturnedtothewater).TheRFNSW mullowayworking
grouphasalsodiscussedtheissuesarounddeliberatetargetingofspawningmulloway
underthe500kgbeachhaulingprovision,andthemortalityofundersizedmulloway(less
than20cm insize)intheestuaryandinshoretrawlfisheriesinNSW.

Councilwasalsoopentoconsiderationoffurtherrestrictionstoreducefishingmortalityand
enhancerecoveryofthespecies,includingincreasingtheminimum legallengthto75cm,a
baglimitofonefishandpotentiallyevenaboatlimitof2fishperboatperday(withonly1
fishover1metre).DrAllanconfirmedCommFishwillbemeetinginMarch2018todiscuss
thisissueandthatDPIiskeentoworkwithallsectorstoachievesuitableoutcomesforthe
species.

RegardingMullowayandthecorrespondencepertainingtotheproposedbridge
replacementsatBatemansBayandNelligen,RFNSW wouldliketoseethesubsurfacebridge
infrastructurethatcurrentlyprovideshabitatforMullowayandvariousotherrecreationally
importantspeciesleftinthewaterunlesstherewasacompellingreasonforitsremoval.

Actionitem:DPItofollowuptheletterfrom theMinisterofDPItotheMinisterforRMS
concerningthisissueandliaisewithTransportforNSW regardingawholeofGovernment
approachtoreducethelossofin-waterbridgeinfrastructureandreportbackatthenext
meeting.

DrAllanadvisedabouttheadvertisingofthecurrenttendertitled:Deliveryofsector
representation,consultationandcommunicationservicestotherecreationalfishingsector,
whichwasreleasedon1December2017.Theclosingdateis9February2018.DrAllan
encouragedmemberstodistributethenoticeofthetendertotheirnetworks.

TheCouncilagreedthataformalNSW RecreationalFishingStrategy/Policydocument,
addressingmajorissuessuchassociallicence,speciesprotectionandenhancement,
access,improvingrecreationalfishingopportunities,confirmingthevalueofrecreational
fishinghavensandrecreationalfishingtothecommunityandeconomy,shouldbedeveloped
andprovidedtoMFAC,DPIandtheMinistertohighlightthesocio-economicbenefitsofthe



sector.CouncilnotedthedevelopmentofsuchastrategyisaRFNSW toptenissue.

Withregardtothebriefingfrom DrGeoffAllanontheReservoirsRiskAssessmentProject,
RFNSW recognizedthatWaterNSW isakeystakeholderintheReservoirsRiskAssessment
Projectandshouldbeencouragedtoparticipateintheassessmentprocess,including
providinginputstotheproject’sfindingsandrecommendations.However,Councilmembers
expressedfrustrationattheongoingdelaysandlackofengagementattributabletoWater
NSW,alongwithattemptsbyWaterNSW toamendthechosencasestudyreservoirs.The
sitesselected(ProspectandCataract)representthefullrangeofattributesthatneedtobe
assessedunderacomprehensiveriskassessmentprocess.Thus,selectionofthesetwo
reservoirscouldactasamodelforanyfutureriskassessments.Theprojectshouldnotbe
compromisedbyWaterNSW'spreconceptionsaboutacceptablelevelsofriskand/or
attemptstosuggestalternatestoragesthatitperceivestobemoresuitable.

7.a.Progressingthetop10priorityissues:reviewingstatus

Councilmembershaveidentifieddetailsofkeyissuesintheirregions,sectorsorfields
whichhavebeencollatedintoanissuessummarydocument.A‘live’structuredRFNSW work
planwithspecificactionsandresponsibilitiesisbeingmaintained.Thestatusofthevarious
actionswasdiscussedandfurtheractionsdevelopedwhererequired.

7.b.MarineEstateManagementupdate

i)HawkesburyShelfmarinebioregionassessment–memberswereprovidedwithacopyof
theMarineEstateReformsprogram updatedated24November2017.

ii)DraftMarineEstateStrategyconsultation–StanKonstantarasconfirmedRFNSW had
beenprovidedwithanextensionuntil14Decembertolodgeasubmissionregardingthe
draftMarineEstateStrategy,toenablediscussionofmajorrelatedrecreationalfishing
issuesinsession.TheCouncilexpresseditsappreciationfortheextensionandconfirmed
thatasubmissionwouldbelodgedbytheduedate.

Actionitem:TheRFNSW subgrouptoprepareadraftsubmissiontotheDraftMarineEstate
StrategyfortheChairtolodge.

8.Top10issue:Stockassessmentsofkeyspecies

a.DuskyFlathead

DPIpresentedavailablebiologicalinformationandcatchmonitoringdataontheresource
assessmentstatusoftheDuskyFlatheadstockinNSW.Followingdiscussiononthe
availableinformation,aswellasarangeofsocialandeconomicissues,RFNSW
recommendsthefollowingchangestorecreationalfishingrulesonly(atthisstage)forthis
species:

DuskyFlathead
 Reducetherecreationalbaglimitfrom 10to5
 Introduceaslotlimitof36cm (existingminimum legallength)–70cm (maximum legal

length–forrecreationalfishersonly)

Thisfollowsonfrom similarinformationprovidedforSnapper,AbaloneandRockLobster
(meeting6)andKingfish(meeting5),whichRFNSW usedtoidentifyandproposechangesto
managementarrangementsforthosespecies.

RFNSW continuestosupportconsultationbetweenDPIandtheAboriginal,recreationaland



commercialfishingsectors(includingtheEastCoastSnapperAssessmentcommittee),and
thegeneralpublic,toconsidertheexistingRFNSW positionsontheaboverecommendations.

b.Reviewingsaltwaterrules
TheCouncilsupportedasystematicapproachtofuturereviewsofrecreationalfishingrules,
includingmoreregularreviewsofpriorityspeciesandregulationsratherthanperiodic,large-
scalereviewsofallruleseveryfiveyears.Moreregularreviewscouldinvolverequesting
communityfeedbackonuptoamaximum of10currentpriorityissues.Thiswillallowthe
fishingpublictobeprovidedwithdetailedinformationrelatingtosignificantlyfewerissues
comparedtopreviousreviewsoffishingrules,andprovideDPIwithamoreeffectivewayto
consolidatechangesinlegislationandassociatedinformationandadvisorymaterial
(includingeducationalmaterial,signage,fishingguides,website),asopposedtoone-off
ruleschanges.

Actionitem:DPItoprepareadiscussionpaperwithproposedchangestorecreational
fishingrulesforKingfish,Snapper,DuskyFlathead,Abalone,RockLobsterandanyother
priorityspecies/issues.

9. SmallPelagicFishery

A40metremid-watertrawlcommercialfishingboatcommencedfishingintheSmall
PelagicFishery(SPF)offthesouth-eastcoastofAustraliainearlyOctober.TheAustralian
FisheriesManagementAuthority(AFMA)advisesthat,likeallfishingoperationsin
Commonwealthmanagedfisheries,thismid-watertrawloperationissubjecttorulesand
conditions,includingalimitontheamountofcatchthatcanbetakenfrom thefishery.
The ‘totalallowablecatch’limitinthefisherywillnotchangewiththeintroductionofthis
boat.

JoStarlingattendedtheSmallPelagicFisheryscientificpanelandstakeholderforum heldby
AFMAon6December2017inSydneyandupdatedCouncilontheoutcomesofthatmeeting,
includingproposedtriggerlimitsasapercentageoftheTotalAllowableCatch(TAC)for
eachspecies.Joindicatedshewasbuoyedbytheattitudeofthescientistsandthat
scientificinformationwasbeingconsideredduringtheprocess.

Actionitem:DPItoclarifyifTACissuesrelatetoSardinesonly,orifitistheTACforthe
entireSPF,andadviseCouncil.

Actionitem:JoStarlingtoprovidesummaryinformationtoRFNSW whenitbecomes
availableinFebruary2018.

10.PresentationontheSouthernFishTrawlfishery,DPICommercialFisheriesManagement

TheSouthernFishTrawlTransitioningWorkingGroup(SFTTWG)iscurrentlymeetingto
identifyandresolveissues,negotiatearrangementsandprovideadvicetoNSW DPIandAFMA
onintegratingtheNSW SouthernFishTrawl(SFT–managedbyNSW DPI)RestrictedFishery
intotheCommonwealth’sSouthernandEasternScalefishandSharkFishery(SESSF)and
facilitatehowthiscanbeachieved.

ConcernshavebeenraisedaboutcurrentStaterulesregardingtriplimitsandsizelimitsinthe
fisheryandhowtheywillbemanagedfollowingtransition,notingtheCommonwealthusesa
quota(TotalAllowableCommercialCatch)system,potentiallydifferentsizelimitsandnotrip
limits.TheimpactsoftrawlinginwatersadjacenttotheNSW coastisanimportantissue
thatRFNSW hasdiscussedpreviously.Itisproposedtoformalisearecommendationin
relationtotrawlingatthenextRFNSW meeting.



DrVeronicaSilberschneider,SeniorFisheriesManger(OCS),NSW DPI,providedanupdate
onproposalscurrentlyunderconsiderationaspartofthesedeliberations.Public
consultationisscheduledforFebruary/March2018.

Actionitem:EstablishaRFNSW WorkingGroup,consistingofStanKonstantaras,Peter
Turnellanduptotwoothermembers,toconsiderissuesandbedirectlyinvolvedinfuture
discussions,aswellasformalisetherecreationalfishingsectorpositiononoffshore
trawling,bycatch,geartypesandtheoffshoreconstitutionalsettlement, forsubmission
duringtheconsultationperiod.

11. PresentationonPumpFishwayProject

AssociateProfessorJohnHarris,CentreforEcosystem ScienceUNSW,madeapresentation
entitled‘Fishpassage:whatisitandwhydoesitmatter?’,toprovidefurtherbackgroundfor
CouncilonthereasonsbehindtheneedfortheNSW FishPassageStrategy,currentlyunder
developmentbyaMinisterialTaskForce(presentedduringMeeting6).Johnwasaformer
PrincipalFisheriesScientistatDPIandhasworkedwiththeMurrayDarlingBasin
CommissionasanIndependentScientistandAuditorfortheMDBSustainableRiversAudit.

Thepresentationoutlinedthescopeofthefishpassageproblem inbothinlandandcoastal
rivers,andpresentedanovelfishwaydesignthathaspotentialtotransform current
practices-thePumpFishway.

InNSW,thereareapproximately10,000dams,weirsandcrossingsthatimpedefishpassage
inourwaterways.Ofthese,highlevelfishways(>10metresinheight)blockpassageto16%
ofthetotalfreshwaterfishhabitat.

DrHarrisconfirmedthatproofofconceptforrelativelyinexpensive‘fishpump’technology
hasrecentlybeenachieved.Theconceptprovidespotentialbenefits,includingeffective
passageofmostifnotallspeciesinfreshwaterfishcommunities,andlowcapitaland
operatingcosts.Thetechnologycanbeappliedtoanybarrierwithaheight>2m,andcanbe
installedasafloatingoperation.

TheCouncilappreciatedtheinformationprovidedbyDrHarrisandhisongoingeffortsto
developmethodsthatcouldpotentiallyprovideeconomicalfishpassagetothemajorityof
NSW’saffectedwaterways.

12. MenindeeLakesSDLOffsetProject–RiskstoNativeFishPopulations

KarlMathersreportedthatthereisasenseamongrecreationalfishingstakeholdersthatthe
entireMenindeeLakespackagewillbepushedthroughinitscurrentform,whichmay
presentunacceptableriskstobothMurrayCodinthelowerDarlingandthewell-recognised
GoldenPerchnurseyintheMenindeeLakes,inparticularLakeCawndilla.Itwasstatedthat
60-80%ofGoldenPerchoriginatefrom theBarwon/Darlingsystem.TheSDLProject
BusinessCaseisexpectedtobecompletedshortly(forpresentationtotheMDBAand
Jurisdictionsforappraisalandapproval),followingwhichitisexpectedthatanEISwillbe
developedinparallelwiththerequiredstakeholderengagementactivities.

Thereisanincreasinglevelofconcernacrossarangeofscientists,resourcemanagers,
localsandthewiderrecreationalfishingfraternitythat,althoughtherisksoftheSDLoffset
projectarerecognisedinsomepart,theyarenotbeingaddressedadequately.

Actionitem:KarlMatherstodraftaletter(viatheChair)toprogresstheMenindeeLakes
SDLOffsetProjectmatteroutofsession,oncethebusinesscaseismadeavailable.



Actionitem:RFNSW tobekeptinformedofdevelopmentsontheMenindeeLakesSDL
OffsetProjectviaawatchingbrief,withaviewtoconsideringtheprovisionof
support/resourcestoundertakeanindependentreview,atthenextmeeting.

13. DPIFisheriesCommunityProgramsupdate

DeePayne,StateCoordinatorCommunityPrograms,providedanoverviewofthenumberof
eventsandlocationsattendedbyRecreationalFisheriesEducationOfficersoverthepast12
monthsaspartoftheFishcareVolunteerprogram,‘GetHooked…it’sFuntoFish’schools
program,andfishingworkshopprograms.

MattHansenrequestedconsiderationforoneadditionalinlandEducationOfficerand
advisorytrailer(potentiallocationsTamworthorArmidale)tobesupportedbyfundingfrom
theRecreationalFishingTrust.

Recommendation:DPItoundertakeareviewoftheFishcareProgram anddevelopan
applicationtotheTrust,includingacaseforwhyadditionaleducationresourcesareneeded
ontheinland. 

14.RecreationalFishingTrustmatters

a)Newapplications-projectrecommendationsfrom RFSTECandRFFTEC
TheRecreationalFishingSaltwaterandFreshwaterExpenditureCommittees(RFSTECand
RFFTEC)meton15and16Novemberandasummaryoftheirrecommendationswas
providedtoCouncilintheagenda.

MattHansen,KarlMathersandMaxCastledeclaredinterestinsomeapplicationsunder
considerationandlefttheroom duringconsiderationofthisagendaitem byRFNSW when
necessary.

TheChairexpressedhisappreciationtotheTrustexpenditurecommitteesfortheir
significantandongoingeffortsinreviewingandconsideringTrustapplications.

Recommendation:TheCouncilendorsestherecommendationsofRFSTECandRFFTEC
relatingtosupportedandnotsupportedTrustfundingapplications,asoutlinedinthe
agenda.

b)Habitatactiongrants(forinformation)
Anglingclubs,individuals,communitygroups,localcouncilsandorganisationsinterestedin
rehabilitatingfishhabitatsinfreshwaterandsaltwaterareasthroughoutNSW canapplyfor
grantseachyearfrom theHabitatActionGrants(HAG)Program.
 
Typesofprojectswhichmaybefundedinclude:

- removalormodificationofbarrierstofishpassage
- rehabilitationofriparianlands(riverbanks,estuarineandinlandwetlands,mangrove

forests,saltmarsh)
- re-snaggingriversandestuarieswithtimberstructure
- removalofexoticvegetationfrom saltwaterandfreshwaterwaterways
- bankstabilisationworksinbothfreshandsaltwater
- reinstatementofnaturalflowregimes

 
Followingthe2017/18annualadvertisingprocess,thefundingrecommendationsfrom
RFSTECandRFFTEC(asinformedbythefreshwaterandsaltwatertechnicalassessment
panels)wereprovidedwiththeagendaforinformation.ItwasconfirmedthattheTrust
expenditurecommitteesacceptedtheHAGrecommendationswithoutamendment.



c)DevelopmentofTrustInvestmentPlan
AnExpressionofInterestforTrust-fundedapplicationsfordevelopmentofanewthree-year
RecreationalFishingTrustInvestmentPlanopenedon29Septemberandwaswidely
advertisedbyDPI.Applicationsclosedon24November.Informationnoted.

15.LakeMacquarie–crabtraps

ThewatersofLakeMacquarieareclosedtoanymethodinvolvingtheuseofatrap,other
thanabaittrap.ThecrabtrapclosureinLakeMacquarieisalegacyofthedaysof
commercialhaulingtopreventhaulnetsbecomingsnaggedoncrabtraps.Theclosure
commencedintheearly1970s.Notingthatcommercialfishingceasedinthelakein2002,
whenLakeMacquariebecameaRecreationalFishingHaven(RFH),theclosureisnow
viewedasobsoletebyDPI.

Therehasbeenstrongongoingrepresentationfrom localrecreationalfishersforthisruleto
bereviewed,withitbeingconsideredbeneficialtopermittheuseoftraps.Thismayresultin
fishersshiftingtomoreenvironmentallyfriendly,low-impactcrabtraps(comparedto
witcheshats).RFNSW wassupportiveofpermittingcrabtrapsinLakeMacquarie,noting
thatthismayachievepositiveenvironmentaloutcomes,e.g.,reducingghostfishingfrom
lostwitcheshats.

Councildiscussedfurtherpotentialstatewidestrategies,suchas:ensuringconsistentcrab
catchinggearrulesthroughoutNSW estuarinewaters,blackmarketingissueswithmud
crabs,andphasingouttheuseofwitcheshatsinallRFHs.Itwasagreedthattheseissues
shouldbeinvestigatedfurther.

Actionitem:DPICompliancebeaskedtoundertaketargetedprogramstoaddressalleged
blackmarketingofmudcrabsinLakeMacquarieandelsewhere.

16.OperaHouseTraps

Atthelastmeeting,RFNSW establishedapositiontobanoperahousetrapsinNSW and
recommendedDPIundertakethenecessarycommunityandindustryconsultationtoenable
considerationofthepotentialregulatoryimpactsofthisproposedrulechange.TheMinister
hasbeeninformedofthisposition.

SteveSamuelsprovidedademonstrationofamodifiedtrapdesigncurrentlyusedinLake
Eucumbene,whichisincludedinthedraftconsultationpaperonthisissue.Acopyofthe
draftpaperwasdistributedtomembersforreviewandfeedbacktoDPI.Itisproposedtobe
releasedforpublicconsultationinearly2018.

Actionitem:RFNSW memberstoprovidecommentstoDPIontheoperahousetrap
discussionpaperby8January2018.

Recommendation:Councilendorsesreleaseofthediscussionpaper,oncefinalisedand
formallyapprovedforreleasebyDPI.

17.PFASupdate

DPIisassistingtheNSW EnvironmentProtectionAuthority(EPA),whichisleadingtheNSW
Government’sresponsetoPer-andpoly-fluoroalkylsubstances(PFAS)contamination.PFAS
areagroupofchemicalsthatincludeperfluorooctanesulfonate(PFOS),perfluorooctanoicacid
(PFOA)andperfluorohexanesulfonate(PFHxS).DPIprovidestechnicalsupportonfisheries,
biosecurity,foodsafety,hydrologicalandgroundwatermanagementissuestoEPAaspartof



theGovernment’sresponse.TheEPAisrollingoutinvestigationsintoPFAScontaminationat
arangeofsites,andmoreresultsandupdatedadviceforthedifferentwaterwayswillbe
releasedwhenitbecomesavailable.

MattHansenrequestedanupdateonthepollutantsleakedintothePeelRiveratTamworth,
causingtheno-takestatustobeimplemented.PFASareanemergingcontaminant,which
meansthattheirecologicaland/orhumanhealtheffectsareunclear.TheEPAhasreviewed
thelatestinvestigationresultsforPFAS*contaminationatTamworthRegionalAirport,which
isownedbyTamworthRegionalCouncil,andrequestedmoredetailedtestingofsoil,
groundwater,surfacewateranddrainagelinesinthearea.Intheinterim,TamworthRegional
CouncilandtheEPAarespeakingwithasmallnumberofindividuallandownersaroundthe
airporttoidentifywaystheymayhavecomeintocontactwithPFAS,particularlythrough
wateruse.

Fishinganddietaryadviceisnowavailableforthe TamworthandWilliamtownareaand the
ShoalhavenRiver,andadviceforBotanyBayisexpectedsoon.See: https://goo.gl/DK4uDA

18.Top10issue:Updateondevelopmentofsociallicencestrategydocumentfor
recreationalfishinginNSW

Atpreviousmeetings,JoStarlinghasledCouncilinworkshopsessionstoinitiate
developmentofastrategytostrengthenthesociallicenceforrecreationalfishingInNSW.
Theneedforanyindustry,includingrecreationalfishing,tohaveasociallicencetooperate
hasbeenestablished.KeyissuesforinclusioninastrategyhavebeenidentifiedandaSWOT
(strengths,weaknesses,opportunitiesandthreats)analysiswasundertakentogainfurther
insightsonneedsandprioritiesfortheproposedstrategy,includingidentifyingsome
relevantcasestudies.

TheRFNSW sociallicencesubgrouphasmettoprogressdevelopmentofcontractor
specificationstoengageaspecialisttodevelopanddraftasociallicencestrategydocument
forreviewbyRFNSW.Stage1isthedevelopmentofacreativecampaignstrategythat
outlinestherangeofenvironmental,socialandeconomicbenefitsthatrecreationalfishing
provides.

TheChairthankedJoandJim Harnwell,FisheriesManager,fortheireffortstoprogressthis
importantissue.

Actionitem:SociallicencestrategycontractorspecificationsbeprovidedtoRFNSW
membersforcommentoutofsession.

19. Socialmediaetiquette

Thispresentationwasdeferredtothenextmeetingduetotimeconstraints.

20. GeneralBusiness

a.BatemansBayBridge
TheReviewofEnvironmentalFactors(REF)hasbeenreleasedforpublicconsultationand
RMSisseekingfeedbackfrom allagenciesandstakeholders.Thebroaderissueof
infrastructure/vitalhabitatremovalfrom waterwayswasalsoaddressedinitem 6above.

b.Increasingfishingtechnology
Fishingtechnologyisincreasingacrossallfishingsectors,whichenhancestheabilityto



bothfindandcatchfish,e.g.,weather-realtimeandforecastingseaconditions,
GPS/Soundersoftware,electricreels,dronestospotfishandremotecontrolmotorized
vehiclestodeploybaitsetc.,sharingofrealtimeinformation(e.g.,Facebook,Instagram).

Thereisanexpectationformanagementarrangementstoevolvetorecogniseanddealwith
increasedfishingefficiencyandcatchability.

Theeffectofthesetechnologicaladvancesisthateffectiverecreationalfishingeffortis
increasing.Councilrecognizedthattheincreaseineffectivefishingeffortwillaffectthe
qualityforrecreationalfishingbyreducingstocks.Therewasstrongsupportforrevisionof
baglimitsandsizelimitsforrecreationalfishingspeciestohelpsustainstocksandmaintain
thequalityofrecreationalfishing.

Thislinksto8babove.

c.Alphaflag-spearfishing
RFSTECrecommendedthattheadoptionofarequirementforspearfisherstodisplayahigh-
visibility(viz)flagwiththemandatoryAlphaflagbediscussedbyCouncil.Thisissuewas
deferredtomeeting8toenabledetaileddiscussionoftheissue.

d.RockfishinglifejackettrialintheRandwickLGA
FinesforrockfishersnotwearingalifejacketintheRandwickLocalGovernmentAreawill
nowcommenceon31May2018.Themoratorium hasbeenextendedby6monthsbythe
NSW Governmenttoallowanindependentassessmentoftheimplementationofthe Rock
FishingSafetyAct2016(RFSA)tobeundertaken.

TheOfficeofEmergencyManagementhascommissionedanindependentevaluationto
reviewthedataandfeedbackcollectedoverthepast12monthsinRandwick,andwill
includea multi-lingualsurvey ofrockfishersinthecommunity.Thecommunitycanalso
makeasubmissiontotheevaluation.

Actionitem:StanKonstantarastodraftanissuesemailandletterinrelationtothelifejacket
requirementsforrockfishersintheRandwickLGAforreviewbyRFNSW membersand
endorsementbytheChair.RecommendationstoincludechangestotheRFSAtoremovethe
saltwatertrustasreceivingfinerevenue,redefiningwhatalifejacketandsaferockfishing
involvesandextendingthetrialtoDecember2018. Lettertobesentfrom theChairtothe
Ministerregardingconcernswiththeapproachbeingtakenonthismatter.

e.Mutilationofmudcrabs
DPIfisheriesofficershaveraisedacomplianceissuerecentlyencounteredinthefieldwitha
recreationalfisherwhohad‘mutilated’mudcrabs.Currently,recreationalfisherscanonly
mutilate(clean)fishwithasizelimitoncetheyarewellawayfrom thewater.Exceptions
includeareasnormallyusedforcleaningfish,suchasfish-cleaningtables.

DPIisseekingRFNSW inputregardingaproposaltoamendtheFisheriesManagement
(General)Regulation2010,toextendtheoffencesrelatingtothe‘mutilation’offishto
invertebratestobedealtwithunderClause95oftheRegulation,consistentwithotherfinfish
definedas‘restricted’underthislegislation.

Recommendation:Councilsupportsanamendmenttothemutilationprovisionsinthe
FisheriesManagement(General)Regulation2010toincludePart2species,i.e.,allspecies.

f.RecreationalFishingHaven(RFH)Strategy
DPIhasbeenreceivingsomeanecdotalreportsthatthequalityoffishinginRFHshas
declinedfrom peaklevels,mainlybecausefishinghasbecomesopopularinthehavens.DPI



wouldliketointroducetheconceptofdevelopingastrategyto“futureproof”theproductivity
andsocio-economicvalueoftheRFHnetworkandensurethelong-term viabilityand
sustainabilityoftheseimportantfisheries.Thestrategycouldinvolvesocialresearch
combinedwithmanagementinitiativesdesignedtoresultinoptimalfishingopportunities.

Somepreliminaryissuesandpotentialmanagementactionsidentifiedduringdiscussions
include:

- strengthenthevalueofRFHsintheFisheriesManagementAct(FMA);
- adaptivemanagementinitiatives,e.g.,changefishingrules(reducebaglimits,

increasesizelimits/introduceslotlimitsforspecies)inRFHsonly;
- identifyspecificRFHsasacatchandreleaseonlyfishery;
- increasepromotionof,andaccessto,RFHs.

Actionitem:DPItoseeklegaladvicerelatingtostrengtheningtheFisheriesManagement
Act(1994)inrelationtoRFHs.

g.RecreationalFishingStrategy
TheCouncildiscussedfurthertheneedfortherecreationalfishingsectortohaveaformal
strategyrecognizedbytheGovernment,asdocumentedinitem 6above.

Actionitem:RFNSW tonominatemembersforaworkinggrouptoprogressthedevelopment
ofanoverarchingRecreationalFishingStrategy.

h.ICOLLSpolicy
Actionitem:DPItoprovidethecurrentICOLLSpolicytoDaveRaeandcontactdetailsforDPI
NorthCoastConservationManagerforfurtherdiscussionregardingDeepCreek.

i.SnowyRiverAdvisoryCommittee
Actionitem:Lettertobedraftedfrom RFNSW totheMinistertorequesthisconsiderationto
appointamemberofDPIFisheries,andarecreationalfishingrepresentative,tothe
committee.

j.Issuesfornextmeeting
Actionitem:DPIResearchtoprovideapresentationontheNSW BaitSecurityResearch
program,includingimpactsofnipperpumpingintheTweedRiverandcommercialhand
gatheringofbaitspecies.


